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Metadata

These reference tables contain statistics of the GDP per capita in several countries in North America. The historical data 
have been adjusted to avoid significant gap when joining with the UN or Federal data. The way in which they are 
adjusted is the same way when we adjusted the population data previously. The graph besides each table shows the 
GDP per capita of that year, and the absolute change over time. The x-axis is the absolute change while the y-axis is the 
GDP per capita. Each circle represents a certain year.
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GDP per capita, real mean annual average, 'chained' 2012 US＄, USA, 1650-2019, (GDP/capita)

Notes: Data after 1950 are averaged over the four quarters in that year.
Frequency: Varied, End of period

Observation date Absolute change (GDP/capita) GDP/capita Label
1650 6.83 897 1650
1720 7.89 1375  
1775 7.56 1883  
1800 4.38 1980  
1820 25.09 2080 1820
1870 44.34 3736  
1890 101.51 5184 1890
1913 137.41 8101 1913
1929 188.95 10543 1929
1950 249.53 15092  
1951 656.13 16033 1951
1952 430.75 16405  
1953 49.25 16894  
1954 238.50 16503  
1955 464.38 17371  
1956 55.25 17432  
1957 -183.25 17482 1957
1958 230.38 17065  
1959 485.25 17943  
1960 126.50 18036 1960
1961 490.50 18196  
1962 682.50 19017  
1963 693.88 19561 1963
1964 949.25 20405  
1965 1104.50 21459 1965
1966 761.63 22614 1966
1967 629.25 22982   
1968 697.25 23872  
1969 135.25 24377  
1970 123.75 24143 1970
1971 750.13 24624  
1972 1105.00 25643 1972
1973 401.38 26834  
1974 -349.75 26446 1974
1975 416.00 26135 1975
1976 1059.25 27278  
1977 1112.88 28253  
1978 925.38 29503 1978
1979 89.25 30104 1979
1980 14.38 29682  
1981 -186.88 30133 1981
1982 120.00 29308  
1983 1489.88 30373  
1984 1481.75 32288 1984
1985 945.50 33336  
1986 855.13 34179  
1987 1000.63 35047  
1988 1055.00 36180 1988
1989 627.75 37157  
1990 -128.25 37436 1990
1991 129.63 36900 1991
1992 666.50 37695 1992
1993 799.63 38233  
1994 821.00 39294  
1995 802.38 39875 1995
1996 1167.50 40899 1996
1997 1346.13 42210  
1998 1467.13 43591  
1999 1453.13 45144 1999
2000 676.38 46497  
2001 180.38 46497 2001
2002 628.75 46858 2002
2003 1132.75 47755 2003
2004 1313.13 49124 2004
2005 1103.00 50381 2005
2006 706.38 51330  
2007 -44.13 51794 2007
2008 -1146.25 51241 2008
2009 -443.88 49501 2009
2010 632.25 50354  
2011 593.75 50766  
2012 682.38 51541  
2013 741.25 52130 2013
2014 1014.75 53024 2014
2015 797.50 54160 2015
2016 655.25 54619 2016
2017 1041.63 55470 2017
2018 1035.38 56702 2018
2019 839.25 57541 2019
 
 
 
 
 
 

Source: Data for 1650-1929 were retrieved from Maddison Project Database, version 2018. Jutta Bolt, Robert Inklaar, Herman de Jong and Jan Luiten van Zanden (2018); https://www.rug.nl/ggdc/historicaldevelopment/maddison/releases/maddison-project-database-2018; 11 May 2019; Data for 1950 onwards were retrieved 
from U.S. Bureau of Economic Analysis, Real gross domestic product per capita [A939RX0Q048SBEA], FRED, Federal Reserve Bank of St. Louis; https://fred.stlouisfed.org/series/A939RX0Q048SBEA, July 17, 2019.
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Absolute change: in GDP per capita per year
(chained 2012 US$)

USA GDP per capita, 1650 to 2019

Since 1999 each maximum annual increase 
in USA GDP per capita has been lower
than the previous
maxima.

From 1963 through to 1978, GDP 
growth per person in the USA often 
exceeded an extra 1,000 US$ a year. 
Here dollars are converted to 'chained' 
2012 values so that none of the 
increase shown is due to inflation, but 
is 'real'. The average GDP per person 
in the USA fell in the spring of 1957 
through to 1958, fell in autumn 1974 
through to 1975, fell in both 1980 and 
1981, and again in 1990 and 1991; at 
which point an observer might have 
concluded  that a slowdown was 
underway. But then USA GDP per 
capita rose rapidly, through to 1999. 
Next it slowed abruptly with the 
dot.com bubble of 2001 before 
recovering again until the crash of 
2008. Since then the recovery has 
been slower than before.

Before 1963, annual rises in US GDP
per capita were always below $700 a year

(in 2012 dollar values). GDP fell in 1815 and 
1816 following the war with Britain, and briefly 

in 1861 and again in 1865/66 following the civil 
war. It fell during the start of World War One, 

then in 1929, but it fell hardly at all during 
World War Two, and by more in the
Eisenhower recession of 1957-58. 



Contents

GDP per capita, real mean annual average, constant 2010 US＄, Canada, 1820-2018, (GDP/capita)

Frequency: Varied, End of period

Observation date Absolute change (GDP/capita) GDP/capita Label
1820 16.10 1530 1820
1830 21.75 1691
1840 27.90 1965
1850 24.40 2249
1860 30.85 2453
1870 52.33 2866
1890 108.26 4023 1890
1913 116.54 7521 1913
1929 130.05 8568 1929
1950 204.00 12333 1950
1955 533.21 13872 1955
1960 665.13 17665 1960
1961 558.21 17863 1961
1962 763.65 18781 1962
1963 760.58 19390 1963
1964 935.78 20303 1964
1965 970.43 21262 1965
1966 611.04 22243 1966
1967 525.97 22484 1967
1968 852.93 23295 1968
1969 751.36 24190 1969
1970 422.03 24798 1970
1971 654.98 25034 1971
1972 1260.09 26108 1972
1973 977.54 27554 1973
1974 253.44 28063 1974
1975 629.38 28061 1975
1976 958.24 29322 1976
1977 725.80 29977 1977
1978 812.05 30774 1978
1979 547.64 31601
1980 485.78 31869 1980
1981 -353.71 32573 1981
1982 -457.64 31161 1982
1983 1025.93 31658 1983
1984 1406.39 33213 1984
1985 823.88 34470 1985
1986 667.61 34861 1986
1987 1021.04 35806 1987
1988 640.63 36903 1988
1989 -155.73 37087 1989
1990 -850.47 36592 1990
1991 -653.60 35386 1991
1992 220.74 35284 1992
1993 872.74 35827 1993
1994 903.96 37030 1994
1995 408.48 37635 1995
1996 720.50 37847 1996
1997 1205.31 39076 1997
1998 1458.38 40257 1998
1999 1751.22 41993 1999
2000 1030.41 43760 2000
2001 564.57 44054 2001
2002 616.98 44889 2002
2003 681.43 45288 2003
2004 998.02 46252 2004
2005 892.33 47284
2006 634.81 48037
2007 237.38 48553
2008 -1003.72 48511 2008
2009 -530.50 46546 2009
2010 959.26 47450 2010
2011 665.83 48465 2011
2012 462.26 48782 2012
2013 755.47 49389 2013
2014 433.26 50293
2015 -28.19 50256 2015
2016 435.31 50237
2017 560.61 51126 2017
2018 231.57 51358 2018
 
 

Source: Data for 1820-1955 were retrieved from Maddison Project Database, version 2018. Jutta Bolt, Robert Inklaar, Herman de Jong and Jan Luiten van Zanden (2018); https://www.rug.nl/ggdc/historicaldevelopment/maddison/releases/maddison-project-database-2018; 11 
May 2019; Data for 1960 onwards were retrieved from World Bank national accounts data, and OECD National Accounts data files, https://data.worldbank.org/indicator/NY.GDP.PCAP.KD, July 17, 2019.
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Absolute change: in GDP per capita per year
(constant 2010 US$)

Canada GDP per capita, 1820 to 2018

Since 1999 each maximum annual increase 
in Canada GDP per capita has been lower
than the previous
maxima.

Just like the USA, the 
average GDP per person 
in Canada fell in both 
1980 and 1981, and 
again in 1990 and 1991. 
But then Canada GDP 
per capita rose rapidly, 
through to 1999. Next it 
slowed abruptly with the 
dot.com bubble of 2001 
before recovering again 
until the crash of 2008. 
Since then the recovery 
has been slower than 
before.

Before 1950, annual rises in Canada 
GDP per capita were always below 
$200 a year (in 2010 dollar values).  
Then an acceleration began. Each 
maximum annual increase in Canada 
GDP per capita is higher than the 
previous maxima until 1999.

The rapidest growth was in 1972. In 
that year, Canada GDP per capita 
increased by 4.8%.
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GDP per capita, real mean annual average, constant 2010 US＄, Mexico, 1550-2018, (GDP/capita)

Frequency: Varied, End of period

Observation date Absolute change (GDP/capita) GDP/capita Label
1550 3.71 475 1550
1600 4.98 660
1700 2.10 1221 1700
1800 -2.33 1080
1850 -3.07 872 1850
1870 10.65 866
1890 18.40 1298 1890
1913 18.14 1657 1913
1929 33.69 2005 1929
1950 52.06 2904 1950
1955 100.40 3359 1955
1960 103.09 3907 1960
1961 63.92 3977 1961
1962 126.02 4035 1962
1963 276.26 4229 1963
1964 266.89 4588 1964
1965 155.24 4763
1966 131.78 4898 1966
1967 217.12 5027 1967
1968 160.64 5333
1969 95.85 5348
1970 106.70 5524 1970
1971 158.47 5561 1971
1972 278.20 5841 1972
1973 223.21 6118
1974 174.09 6288
1975 141.80 6466
1976 76.18 6571 1976
1977 229.00 6618 1977
1978 451.42 7029 1978
1979 493.82 7521 1979
1980 486.52 8017 1980
1981 118.28 8494 1981
1982 -354.58 8253 1982
1983 -190.49 7785
1984 43.58 7872 1984
1985 -200.83 7872 1985
1986 -213.08 7471 1986
1987 -38.84 7446 1987
1988 51.56 7393 1988
1989 198.85 7549 1989
1990 210.58 7791 1990
1991 156.75 7970 1991
1992 73.47 8104
1993 134.61 8117
1994 -199.68 8374 1994
1995 -132.16 7718 1995
1996 406.32 8109 1996
1997 363.34 8530 1997
1998 207.89 8836 1998
1999 209.05 8946
2000 70.96 9254 2000
2001 -146.71 9088 2001
2002 -60.51 8961 2002
2003 115.09 8967
2004 151.81 9191
2005 178.30 9271
2006 175.70 9547
2007 20.15 9622
2008 -337.15 9588 2008
2009 -158.12 8948 2009
2010 265.07 9271 2010
2011 209.74 9478 2011
2012 107.92 9691 2012
2013 74.09 9694 2013
2014 171.74 9839
2015 183.92 10037 2015
2016 130.19 10207
2017 89.20 10298
2018 87.71 10385 2018
 
 

Source: Data for 1550-1955 were retrieved from Maddison Project Database, version 2018. Jutta Bolt, Robert Inklaar, Herman de Jong and Jan Luiten van Zanden (2018); https://www.rug.nl/ggdc/historicaldevelopment/maddison/releases/maddison-project-database-2018; 11 
May 2019; Data for 1960 onwards were retrieved from World Bank national accounts data, and OECD National Accounts data files, https://data.worldbank.org/indicator/NY.GDP.PCAP.KD, July 17, 2019.
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Absolute change: in GDP per capita per year
(constant 2010 US$)

Mexico GDP per capita, 1550 to 2018

The average GDP per person in Mexico grew 
significantly after the economic crisis in 1976.

Then a bigger crisis occurred in 1982 which 
caused the GDP per person to fall again.

After a very small increase in 1984, GDP per 
capita in Mexico fell again in three consecutive 
years after the 1985 earthquake.

Although the economy was rehabilitated in the 
early 1990s, the Mexican peso crisis in 1994 
made the GDP per capita decrease again.

Having slowly recovered during the late 1990s, 
the GDP per capita plummeted again in 2001, 
the year of dot-com bubble. This drop was 
actually rather small as compared to that in the 
2008 financial crisis.

The GDP per capita in Mexico is now on the 
growing trend. But each maximum annual 
increase has been lower than the previous one.

Mexico’s GDP per capita decreased in the 19th 
century, when Mexico struggled to gain 
independence and faced severe chaos after 
gaining that in 1829.

Before 1962 annual rises in Mexico GDP per 
capita were always below $200 a year (in 2010 
dollar values).
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GDP per capita, real mean annual average, constant 2010 US＄, Cuba, 1690-2017, (GDP/capita)

Note: Data for 1690-1970 are adjusted in a similar way as we did for the population in Cuba
Frequency: Varied, End of period

Observation date Absolute change (GDP/capita) GDP/capita Label
1690 2.34 223 1690
1750 2.11 363
1792 2.94 438 1792
1829 4.03 595
1850 6.98 672 1850
1881 15.28 958 1881
1892 20.14 1314 1892
1913 15.74 1603 1913
1929 10.56 1896
1950 3.75 1993 1950
1955 26.93 1993
1960 54.23 2263
1961 -7.27 2319
1962 -41.26 2248 1962
1963 69.02 2236
1964 48.26 2386
1965 10.12 2333
1966 152.32 2406 1966
1967 17.13 2637
1968 -133.12 2441 1968
1969 -95.49 2371 1969
1970 14.41 2250
1971 111.14 2400
1972 57.08 2472
1973 14.09 2514 1973
1974 93.30 2500 1974
1975 157.53 2701 1975
1976 165.25 2815
1977 195.04 3031
1978 93.41 3205
1979 -80.76 3218 1979
1980 203.40 3044 1980
1981 443.96 3625 1981
1982 251.28 3932
1983 250.34 4127 1983
1984 173.08 4432 1984
1985 3.84 4474 1985
1986 -91.74 4440 1986
1987 -19.20 4290
1988 48.28 4402 1988
1989 -90.85 4387
1990 -322.49 4220 1990
1991 -465.47 3742 1991
1992 -477.88 3289 1992
1993 -247.92 2786 1993
1994 31.40 2793 1994
1995 132.26 2849 1995
1996 139.83 3058 1996
1997 30.88 3128 1997
1998 85.20 3120 1998
1999 180.66 3299 1999
2000 140.28 3481
2001 69.11 3579 2001
2002 83.52 3619 2002
2003 168.06 3746 2003
2004 323.70 3955 2004
2005 484.48 4394 2005
2006 446.33 4924 2006
2007 293.46 5286 2007
2008 154.83 5511 2008
2009 109.65 5596 2009
2010 144.56 5730 2010
2011 160.67 5885 2011
2012 159.29 6052 2012
2013 101.87 6204 2013
2014 159.45 6255 2014
2015 147.42 6523 2015
2016 70.96 6550 2016
2017 114.38 6665 2017
 
 

Source: Data for 1690-1970 were retrieved from Maddison Project Database, version 2018. Jutta Bolt, Robert Inklaar, Herman de Jong and Jan Luiten van Zanden (2018); https://www.rug.nl/ggdc/historicaldevelopment/maddison/releases/maddison-project-database-2018; 11 
May 2019; Data for 1970 onwards were retrieved from World Bank national accounts data, and OECD National Accounts data files, https://data.worldbank.org/indicator/NY.GDP.PCAP.KD, July 17, 2019.
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Absolute change: in GDP per capita per year
(constant 2010 US$)

Cuba GDP per capita, 1690 to 2017

When Cuba joined the Comecon in 1972 it 
started getting military, economic and political 
assistance from the USSR. This ended with the 
dissolution of the Soviet Union in 1991 creating 
a prolonged period of severe economic crisis 
called the 'Special Period in Time of Peace' or 
Período especial.  Cuba’s GDP per capita 
decreased dramatically between 1990 and 
1993, and by 1994 had returned to the level that 
it had been in 1976, which was about 2800$ 
when measured in constant 2010 US$.

It was not until the 21st century that Cuba saw 
significant improvement in GDP per capita, but 
that improvement has slowed down since 2005.

Before 1980 annual rises in Cuba GDP per 
capita were always below $200 a year (in 2010 
dollar values).

The 1968 Revolutionary Offensive has
confiscated over 50 thousands small private 
businesses. This year also saw a decrease for 
Cuba GDP per capita by133$ (constant 2010 
US$).


